
 

 

Michael Wehri 
The way that I would sum up my undergraduate co-op experience would be this: it has been the best of 
both worlds. As a student participating in the co-op program, I was exposed to all of the in's-and-out's 
of working in a professional setting while still maintaining my campus activities and social life. This, 
in my opinion, is the best way to go through one's undergraduate years, as I will further explain.  

Beginning in January of my third year of undergraduate studies, I have worked at Philips Medical 
Systems for two co-op periods of seven months, as well as one semester of part-time work while 
attending classes. Philips is located in Highland Heights, Ohio, which is only eight miles from CWRU, 
meaning that I could continue to live on campus and drive to work each day.  

Working that close to campus also meant that I could continue being involved in my fraternity, spend 
time with all of my friends from school, go to Spot night, have access to the recreation center, and just 
enjoy all of the perks of being a student. The only big differences were that I woke up earlier than all 
of my class-taking counterparts, but also didn't have assignments to complete at home. I originally 
thought that my change of schedule would create problems with staying involved socially, but it 
actually helped considerably since I had more free time outside of work.  

When I started at Philips, I was hired by the mechanical engineering group in the Computed 
Tomography (CAT scan) department, and was immediately assigned to a lead engineer on one of the 
numerous projects in progress. While working side-by-side with this engineer, I quickly recognized the 
corporate culture of the office, how tasks are assigned, and how to best interact with others in my 
group in order to get the job done. While I was learning and evaluating my supervisor, he was also 
evaluating me on my job skills, and soon I was given assignments to complete on my own. Even 
though I had a large amount of independence in the workplace, there was always someone I could go 
to with questions or any difficulties I may be experiencing.  

So as I am finishing my second co-op period at Philips (I really wanted to finish some of my projects 
which I had started during my first assignment), I look back at a wealth of accomplishments which 
would have never been available to me had I simply taken eight semesters of coursework and then 
graduated with only my major-required lab experience to show to future employers. The skills I have 
acquired in the classroom have applied to my job very well, and I feel that I am a step ahead of the 
game going into my last semester with all of the knowledge I have gained at Philips. My opportunities 
after graduation are even greater due to co-op, and because of that, I extremely happy I made the 
decision to participate in the program at CWRU.  
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